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The Y Canberra Region holds our belief in the power of inspired young people, but also acknowledges the power that comes from the 
inspiration young people bring to our communities. 

The Y is for all, no matter their beliefs or backgrounds. This is why the flagship program of Youth Parliament focuses on building the 
tools for participants to achieve an outcome they are proud of. 

Whether you are looking to apply or refer the application to a young person you know, the Y will ensure that the program reflects our 
commitment that everyone at the Y has the right to feel safe and be safe. 

 

About 

Y Youth Parliament is an annual youth development program for young people aged 16 to 25 who will represent their community and young 
people in our region in our ACT Legislative Assembly.  

These Y Members of the Legislative Assembly (YMLAs) will develop their own understanding of civic identity and participation. They will use 
their own voices to provide insight on how the young people of our region view our community and its issues, while learning from key 
community figures, institutions and Members of all ages.  

The program is specifically about representative democracy and community wellbeing. The focus for the ACT Y Youth Parliament is how 
communities can work together with diverse perspectives to find solutions to issues impacting the region. 

 

Program Overview 

The 2027 Y Youth Parliament Program provides opportunities to engage in structured opportunities of ACT Legislative Processes.  

The program will take participants through Committee processes, Assembly protocols, Bill Writing, Community Consultation, Motion 
Development, Private Members Business, Question Time, Debating and so much more.  

A key note is that the processes are to give participants a taste of our legislative process here in the ACT, and does not look to 100% mirror 
every detail. 

So, whether you have an interest in writing legislation, creative writing, acting, journalism or even simply just want to give it a go, Y Youth 
Parliament will have an opportunity for you. 

 

Written Component: 

In Y Youth Parliament 2027, you will have the opportunity to write 2 bills, speak on 2 motions, speak on a Matter of Public Importance, 
provide a personal 90 Second Statement and participate in question time. This is the basis of activities in which you will build upon. 

The Y will provide the training, templates and structure so that you feel supported in developing your ideas. These written components may 
seem daunting, but we are there every step of the way to ensure you can participate in what you enjoy and give everything a go. 

 

If you have any questions please email: yp.canberra@ymca.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Application Process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What does an application contain? 

An application is our chance to best understand who you are and why participating in the program is important to you. 

You will only have to provide basic information on who you are and answer 4 questions in a Written, Audio or Video submission: 

1. Why are you applying to the Y Canberra Youth Parliament? 
2. What are challenges our community is facing? (Canberra Region) 
3. Why is community important to you? 
4. What vegetable would you be? and why? 

From there, our panel at the Y will read, listen or watch your submission. 

 

If you have any questions please email: yp.canberra@ymca.org.au 

 

 

 

Month – August 2026  
Task Due  
Applications Open August 21st 2026 

Month – September 2026  
Task Due  
Soft Close of Applications 27th of September 11:59 pm 
Panel Decisions  N/A 

Month – November 2026  
Task Due  
Successful Applicants Notified 3rd of November 
Next in line Notified 3rd of November 

Month – December 2026  
Task Due  
Applicant Documents due 6th of December 
Next in line Applicants notified 13th of December  13th December 

Month - January 2027  
Task Due  
Next in line documents due  3rd of January 
Induction Week of 11th of January 
  



 

Program Commitment: 
 

As this program is free to participate in, we would like to ensure that the spaces we provide the best opportunities for participants.  

We ask that you please review the mandatory commitment days (on the next page) in the program for 2027 so that you will be able to 
determine your ability to participate.  

Note: If you are unable to attend the days listed for the sitting week or majority of the year, it may not be the best time for you to apply. As 
the program develops, your relationships with the people and places you encounter do as well. This would mean you would miss out on a lot 
of opportunities and we would suggest leaving your application for the following year. 

The program will ask for you to commit to 9 mandatory full day sessions, 7 mandatory online sessions and multiple opportunities in the 
program.  

 

Some of the opportunities the 2026 program participants had included: 

 

Governor General round table discussion: 

Participants had the opportunity in May 2026 to attend a session at Government House in Canberra, to discuss social cohesion, 
democracy and representative communities with the Governor General.  

This opportunity provided the chance to visit ‘Australia’s House’ and meet her Excellency the Honourable Ms Sam Mostyn AC. 

Canberra Foundations Collaborative – Grant Round Assessments: 

In March 2026, YMLA’s were able to sit in and assess incoming grant expressions to fund important community programs and 
initiatives in the Canberra Region.  

Following their assessments, youth voice was able to be received at a board level aiding in decisions that would determine the 
recipients of these grants.  

Youth Parliament Launch: 

The 2026 Launch of Y Youth Parliament was held at Old Parliament House and gave the opportunity for Political representatives at 
a State and Federal level to engage with participants and open the incoming program. 

News Interviews and Online Articles: 

Through the 2026 program, there have been many opportunities to engage in online news articles, news interviews and sharing of 
documentation written and passed in the sitting week of the 2026 Y Youth Parliament. 

 

 

 

Note: If you are unable to attend the days listed for the sitting week or majority of the year, it may not be the best time for you to apply. As 
the program develops, your relationships with the people and places you encounter do as well. This would mean you would miss out on a lot 
of opportunities and we would suggest leaving your application for the following year. 



 

 

Year schedule 

January 
Session Mode Duration 
Induction* Online 1.5 Hour Session 
Committee Challenge* In-Person Full Day - Weekday 

February  
Session  Mode Duration 
YP Party - Workshop* In-Person Full Day - Weekend 
Party Online Meeting 1* Online 2 Hour Session 

March  
Session  Mode Duration 
Party Online Meeting 1* Online 2 Hour Session 
Party Online Meeting 2* Online 2 Hour Session 

April  
Session  Mode Duration 
Bills and Motions – Workshop* In Person Full Day - Weekend 
Party Online Meeting 1* Online 2 Hour Session 
Party Online Meeting 2* Online 2 Hour Session 

May  
Session  Mode Duration 
Amendments – Workshop* In Person Full Day - Weekend 
Party Online Meeting 1* Online 2 Hour Session 
Party Online Meeting 2* Online 2 Hour Session 

June 
Session  Mode Duration 
Speeches – Workshop* In Person Full Day - Weekend 

All Online Meeting 1* Online 2 Hour Session 

July  
Session  Mode Duration 
Day 1 Sitting Week In Person Full Day – 6th of July  
Day 2 Sitting Week In Person  Full Day – 7th of July 
Day 3 Sitting Week In Person Full Day – 8th of July 

 

*Dates not locked – Days that will be determined once applications close and disclosed to participants  

 

 

 



 

 


